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"Sir, ex-Premier Katsura, is here. I informed him that I had been
instructed to show him in—" the secretary said.
Saionji and his two Ministers looked at each other. The host mur-
mured: "Huh, I meant these two gentlemen—"
The stout and erect kimono-clad General Katsura was already be-
hind the secretary. "Oh, Premier Saionji, and friends," Katsura greeted
them with an expansive smile as he walked in, "it's nice to sec
you. I lived here for over four years, as you know, and I still feel
quite at home in this building and in the neighborhood. I often take a
walk up in this direction, so I thought I'd drop in."
Katsura showed no trace of his characteristic military Satcho
hauteur, though at heart he was anxious to gain power, prestige and
dignity, like his provincial seniors. His ambition brought him into fre-
quent conflict with the Genros, but he managed somehow to smooth
matters over. His cleverness won him not only the favor of many
politicians, but of businessmen, as well.
"We are glad to see you, too," the host welcomed Katsura.
After commenting on general matters, the ex-Premier remarked
casually: "I understand that although you have followed my major
policies, you are lenient towards the Socialists. And from what I
gather from the Genros, your Cabinet's life was originally for a year.
You have already successfully steered through two years."
The listeners were at a loss to know whether Katsura was making
compliments or hinting for something.
Hara, a moment later, said: "The Seiyukai Party will carry on,"
There was a silence.
Then Katsura said politely: "Premier, will you do me a favor? I'm
in a predicament." He looked around at the company and continued:
"It is not hard, it's a trifling matter for you to grant my humble
request—"
"What is it, General?" Saionji asked lightly. The others leaned
forward.
'Will you recommend to His Majesty the granting of a barony
to Yasuda Zenjiro, the head of the Yasuda Banking House? See, during
the recent war when the One Hundred and Thirtieth Bank of Osaka
was on the verge of bankruptcy, I advanced government funds to
rescue it at the request of Genre Matsukata and Genro Inouye who
were personally interested, and asked Yasuda to restore the bank to
its original condition."

